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ARCHITECTURE/BUILD:

A FARMHOUSE WITH MODERN FLAIR

Builder Richard Wonsala creates a home and working farm on the
former Gallup property in Skillman. The project includes building

a residence and a barn, installing boundary fencing, grading and

sculpting pastures, and engineering a water system.

42

RIVERSIDE REVERIE

Barbara Batesko of Bee Hive Interiors designs an idyllic outdoor
environment at her home just steps from the Shark River in
Avon-by-the-Sea. It features inviting places to linger, have a quiet
conversation, savor a meal, catch some rays or spend a chilly
evening by the fire in an outdoor sitting area.

48

OLD HOUSE, NEW STORY

Designer Jennifer Muirhead and her husband, Christian, choose a
historic home in Harding Township’s horse country, knowing it
would be a good place to raise their daughter when they returned
from Los Angeles. But they also wanted to tailor it to their needs.

23

BRIGHTER GRAYS

Interior designer Sandra Cosimano of Sandra Marie Interior
Designs modernizes, expands and brightens a 1930s Essex
County residence by removing several walls for a more open feel
and bringing in shades of gray to establish a serene vibe.

64

FRESH START

A Bergen County couple seize the opportunity to rebuild after a
devastating fire. Architect James Paragano and interior designer
Robyn Karp envision a home that includes spaces for quiet
reflection as well as for entertaining family and friends.
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A pier leads from the home to a gazebo on the Shark River, just one of the entertainment options at the Avon-

by-the-Sea home of designer Barbara Batesko. See “Riverside Reverie," page 42. Photo by Tori Sikkema. _
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CURATED FOR THE GARDEN STATE HOME

Fresh-Air Fun

Embrace the season of outdoor living and lounging with some of the newest all-weather finds

BY MEG FOX

1| Janus et Cie’s new Matisse Teak collection

is crafted of sustainably sourced premium

teak in a striking clean-lined silhouette. Items
in the 10-piece collection range from $1,110
(cocktail table) to $5,950 (chaise lounge). Janus
et Cie in New York City or JanusEtCie.com.
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Designer Barbara Batesko's home,
located just a few yards from the
Shark River in Avon-by-the-Sea,
features plantings suitable for

a waterside environment.“The
landscaper and | worked together
previously,” she notes. “He knows
what | like — a lot of grasses

in addition to hydrangeas — a
Nantucket look.”
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WRITTEN BY MARIROSE KRALL
PHOTOS AND STYLING BY TORI SIKKEMA
DESIGN BY BARBARA BATESKO

Riverside Reverie

IN AVON-BY-THE-SEA, A DESIGNER CREATES AN IDYLLIC OASIS
FOR OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING

he Jersey Shore holds a special place in Barbara Batesko’s

heart. The designer, owner of Bee Hive Interiors in Avon-
by-the-Sea, grew up spending summers on the coast. Today, she lives in
this beach town year-round. She frequently entertains family and friends
at her home on the Shark River, where she has created an ideal outdoor
environment to host waterside get-togethers.

It’s easy to see why Batesko’s home is a popular gathering spot. In every
corner of the well-appointed property, there’s an inviting place to pause
and linger; have a quiet conversation in a comfy, cushioned armchair on
the covered porch; savor a meal in the outdoor kitchen; catch some rays in

The pier and the gazebo were existing
on the property. “We could decorate the
gazebo any way we wanted to, but we
couldn’t move it or make it bigger or
smaller,” Batesko says. She added a new
roof and reclad the columns to match
the exterior of the house. In addition,
the gazebo is equipped with a heater in
the ceiling.

a poolside chaise; enjoy a bay breeze in the gazebo at the end of the private
pier; or spend a chilly evening by the fire in the open-air sitting room.

The various spaces have a common decorative thread — a subtle palette
largely made up of white, blue and gray tones. The look is cohesive, with
understated appeal that lets nature be the star. Though the colors are
carried from area to area, Batesko created distinctions between the spaces
by incorporating two types of flooring. “I didn’t want it all to be the same
material,” she says. “I used ipe wood around the pool, in the outdoor
kitchen and on the pier, and bluestone tile on the covered porch and the
outdoor sitting room.”

designnewjersey.com 43



The covered porch overlooks the gazebo
and is bordered by a bed of hydrangeas and
New Guinea impatiens. It features a cozy
conversation area with commercial-grade
seating that can withstand coastal weather.
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The proximity of the water makes for a dreamy backyard, but it
also requires that furnishings and fixtures be durable in the face of the
elements. “That’s always a big concern,” the designer notes. To ensure the
furniture could withstand the rigors of a coastal climate, Batesko selected
many commercial-grade pieces from Janus et Cie. “They sell to hotels,
so I was pretty confident that these pieces were going to be sturdy. The

44 June/July 2023

wind here gets pretty strong. These stand up to weather. The table I chose
for the kitchen area is extremely heavy, weighing over 300 pounds. It’s
not going anywhere.” Likewise, the lounge chairs next to the pool are
constructed with substantial teak frames. “They’re also very heavy. They're
not going to blow away.”

Very often, weather isn't the only challenge on a New Jersey



waterfront property. In this case, Batesko had to work around land-
use restrictions. “When I bought the property, I didn’t know that we
couldn’t have a pool in the back of the house,” she says. “I had to
design the house in an L-shaped manner if I wanted to have a pool. At
first I was upset about it, but it turned out to be a blessing in disguise.
The layout gives us privacy.”
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Indeed, the long, narrow pool — perfect for doing laps or taking a
quick dip — is tucked into the side yard and bordered on one side by a
stone wall backed by the neighbor’s existing evergreens. “The pool and
landscaping were designed for maximum privacy,” Batesko says.

To add color to the poolside area, Batesko accessorized with flowers.
“There are planters on the outside of the stone wall. In the summer, the

designnewjersey.com 15



hydrangeas come up over the wall and soften the stone.” Hydrangeas, a
coastal mainstay in the Garden State, also appear in several other places

on the property. “There are certain plants that do better in certain areas
and, around here, hydrangeas grow beautifully.

Though there may have been a few issues involved in the seaside design,
Batesko took them in stride, thanks to her love for the Shore. “With any
build there are challenges. In the end it all worked out. I was so happy
with everything. I think it came out beautifully.” em
Editor’s Note: For a look at the interiors of this home, see “Family Style,”
Design NJ, April/May 2023, page 56.

SOURCES Exterior: design, Bee Hive Interiors in Avon-by-the-Sea; landscaping,
Down to Earth Landscaping Inc. in Jackson; stone wall builder, Carlos Pavers in
Howell; pier, railing and deck construction, Fitzgerald & Kriso Exterior Contracting
in Spring Lake; windows, Marvin; table and chairs in pavilion on pier, RH; seating
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“The pool is not very large, but it serves the purpose,’ Batesko says. The neighbor’s
existing evergreens provide privacy for swimmers and sunbathers.

“We're on the river. If the weather is really bad, water can seep in under the hurricane
screen so | used an indoor/outdoor carpet,” Batesko says of the outdoor sitting room
(opposite. top). The room is outfitted with two screens: a hurricane screen and a bug
screen. “When the weather is cold or rainy, we can put both screens down, light the
fireplace, and use the ceiling and floor heaters. It's very cozy. We can use that room
almost all year!

..............................................................................................

and coffee table on porch, Janus et Cie; ceiling light on porch, Carolina Lanterns
& Lighting; chaises lounges near pool, Century; grill, Wolf. Sitting Room Area:
sofa and coffee tables, Century; carpet, Annie Selke; armchair, Janus et Cie;
built-in cabinetry, East Pequea Lane Cabinet Shop; fireplace, Carlos Pavers;
ceiling light fixture, Dunes and Duchess; art above sofa, Gray Malin; table lamp,
Visual Comfort & Co.; hurricane screen, Fenetex.

For contact information, page 72
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HARTMANNG&GFORBES

WINDOWCOVERINGS, WALLCOVERINGS AND TEXTILES
HANDCRAFTED OF SUSTAINABLE NATURAL MATERIALS

For inquiries or a presentation
contact: The Gerber Sales Group
sales@gerbersales.com
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design resources

A guide to contacting
suppliers, companies

and design professionals
mentioned in this issue.

ABLEnvironmental LLC
732-899-0019

ACD Custom Granite
732-655-2400
acdcustomgranite.com
See Ad on Page 10

Alex Castro Custom Woodworking

201-440-4207

Andersen Windows & Doors
andersenwindows.com

ANEW Kitchen & Bath Design
908-753-8181/anewkb.com

Annie Selke
annieselke.com

Arteriors
arteriorshome.com

Artistic Frame
artisticframe.com

ASID New Jersey Chapter
nj.asid.org
See Ad on Page 37

Ave Home
avehome.com

B&B Pool & Spa Center
845-356-0778
bbpoolandspa.com
See Ad on Page 7

Backyard Living
bylnj.com

Baker Furniture
bakerfurniture.com

Bakes & Kropp
bakesandkropp.com

Ballard Designs
ballarddesigns.com

Barlow Tyrie
856-273-7878
barlowtyrie.com
See Ad on Page 12

Beacon Hill
robertallendesign.com

Bee Hive Interiors
beehiveineriorsnj.com

Bellari

908-751-0596

bellarinj.com

See Ad on Inside Back Cover

Benjamin Moore & Co.
benjaminmoore.com

Bertazzoni
us.bertazzoni.com

Bespoke by Luigi Gentile
bespokebylg.com

Better Housekeeping Shop
732-741-4310
betterhousekeeping.com

Biscuit
biscuit-home.com

BNC Innovative Woodworking
718-277-2805

Brizo
Brizo.com

Brook Perdigon Textiles
brookperdigontextiles.com

Brown Jordan

brownjordan.com

By Design Landscape
732-901-5566
bydesignland.com
See Ad on Page 27
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California Closets
800-274-6754
californiaclosets.com
See Ad on Page 13

Cambria
CambriaUSA.com

Carlisle Wide Plank Floors
wideplankflooring.com

Carlos Pavers
732-458-0666

Carolina Lanterns & Lighting
carolinalanterns.com

Century
centuryfurniture.com

Chairish
chairish.com

Cisco Home
ciscohome.net

Cliff Young
cliffyoungltd.com

Closet Factory
908-322-8270
closetfactory.com
See Ad on Page 41

Colefax & Fowler
cowtan.com

Cranbury Design Center LLC
cranburydesigncenter.com

Creative Displays & Designs Inc.

cdi25.com

Creative Master Pools
973-694-7665
creativemasterpools.com
See Ad on Page 14

Crown Point
800-999-4994
crown-point.com

See Ad on Back Cover

Crystal Cabinet Works Inc.
crystalcabinets.com
See Ad on Page 38

Donghia
kravet.com

Dorya
dorya.com

Down to Earth Landscaping Inc.
732-833-7702
downtoearthlandscaping.com

Dunes and Duchess
dunesandduchess.com

East Pequea Lane Cabinet Shop
717-768-8336

Elite Landscaping & Pavers LLC
732-993-6436
elitescapesnj.com

See Ad on Page 39

Farrow & Ball
farrow-ball.com

Fenetex
fenetex.com

Ferguson Bath, Kitchen and
Lighting Gallery
fergusonshowrooms.com

Fine Paints of Europe
finepaintsofeurope.com

Fitzgerald & Kriso Exterior
Contracting
732-496-2130

Forno Classico
fornoclassico.com

Fortunoff Backyard Store
fortunoffbys.com

Frank Webb Home
frankwebb.com
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Frontgate
frontgate.com

Gaggenau
gaggenau.com

General Plumbing Supply
800-225-5477
shopgps.com

See Ad on Page 20

Gerber Sales
gerbersales.com
See Ad on Page 47

GP&] Baker
kravet.com

Graff
graff-designs.com

Gray Malin
graymalin.com

Holland & Sherry
hollandandsherry.com

Home Trimwork
609-206-8621
hometrimwaork.com
See Ad on Page 26

House of Rohl
houseofrohl.com

Isoldi Collection - Coldwell Banker
908-787-5990
theisoldicollection.com

See Ad on Page 37

J. Belanger Plumbing
732-330-4666

J&S by Stark

973-605-5225
showroom.starkcarpet.com/
marristown

Jaeger Lumber
jaegerlumber.com

James Paragano Architect LLC
973-984-0700
jamesparagano.com

Jane Churchill
cowtan.com

Janus et Cie
janusetcie.com

Jarrett Design LLC
610-421-8183
jarrettdesignllc.com
See Ad on Page 9

Jennifer Muirhead Interiors
323-383-4223
jennifermuirheadinteriors.com

Jessica Charles
jessicacharles.com

John Derian Co. Inc.
johnderian.com

Jonathan Adler
jonathanadler.com

Keeler Brass Co.
keelerbrasscompany.com

Kingsley Bate
kingsleybate.com

Knobs ‘n Knockers
knobsnknockers.com

Knowlton Bros.
knowltonbrothers.net

Kravet
kravet.com

KVR Landscape Design &
Construction Inc.
201-522-5582/kvrnj.com

Larger Cross
largercross.com

Lazarus & Williamson
lazaruswiliamson.com

Lee Industries Inc.
leeindustries.com

Lee Jofa
kravet.com

Lehmann Pools & Spas
201-327-0428
lehmannpools.com

See Ad on Inside Front Cover

Livex Lighting
800-761-8056
livexlighting.com
See Ad on Page 18

Lloyd Flanders
lloydflanders.com

Lofra/EuroChef USA
Lofra.us

Loloi
loloirugs.com

Louis J. Solomon
louisjsolomon.com

Lumens
lumens.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com
See Ad on Page 5

Mainly Baskets
mainlybaskets.com

Mansion in May Designer
Showhouse and Gardens
mansioninmay.org
See Ad on Page 63

Manuel Canovas
cowtan.com

Martin Patrick Evan
martinpatrickevan.com

Marvin
marvin.com

Matouk
matouk.com

Mediterranean Tile
medtile.com

Metro Supply & Service
973-627-7626
metrosupplyinc.com
See Ad on Page 40

Metropolitan Window Fashions
877-722-1100
windowfashions.com

See Ad on Page 10

Michelangelo Designs
973-779-3200
michelangelodesigns.com
See Ad on Page 1

Mid-Atlantic Timberframes
matfllc.com

Miele
miele.com

Mitzi
mitzi.com

Modern Forms
modernforms.com

Monk's Design Studio
monkshomeimprovements.com

Monogram
Monogram.com

Morris & Co.
morrisandco.
sandersondesigngroup.com

Narvon Construction
717-989-2026

Niermann Weeks
niermannweeks.com
Noir
noirfurniturela.com
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Ocean Bath & Kitchen
732-695-3535
oceanbath.com

OHM International
ohmintl.com

Old Texas Brick
oldtexasbrick.com

Osborne & Little
osborneandlittle.com

Pemco Electric
732-341-8014

Phillip Jeffries
phillipjeffries.com

Pindler
pindler.com

Pollack
pollackassociates.com

Porcelanosa
Porcelanosa-usa.com

Rangecraft
201-791-0440
rangecraft.com
See Ad on Page 6

RDA Building Contractors
rdabuildingcontractors.com

Reno's Appliance
866-887-3667
renosappliance.com

RH
rh.com

Robyn Karp Design
212-838-1020
robynkarpdesign.com

Rock Ridge Construction
Management LLC
201-683-2378
rockridgecm.com

SA Baxter
SABaxter.com

Sandra Marie Interior Designs
908-768-1766

Scalamandré
scalamandre.com

Scenic Landscaping LLC
973-616-9600
sceniclandscaping.com
See Ad on Page 4

Schumacher
fschumacher.com

Seams Sew Right
seamssewright.com

Seashore Ace
seashoreace.com

Seaside Casual Furniture Co.
seasidecasual.com

Serena & Lily
serenaandlily.com

Sherwin Williams
Sherwin-williams.com

Short Hills Marble & Tile
shorthillstile.com

Sponzilli Landscape Group
973-244-1410
sponzilli.com

See Ad on Page 11
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Stark/starkcarpet.com

Starr Carpets
201-569-7067
staffcarpets.com

Stofanak Custom Cabinetry
stofanak.com

Stroheim
fabricut.com

Sub-Zero Wolf & Cove
subzero-wolf.com
See Ad on Page 3

Summer Classics
summerclassics.com

Taylor King
taylorking.com

The Howard Elliott Collection
howardelliott.com

The Lighting Design Center at
Warshauer Electric
warshauerlightingdesign.com
See Ad on Page 2

The New York Design Center

nydc.com

The Shade Store
theshadestore.com

The Teal-Jones Group
tealjones.com

The Wickery
thewickery.com

Thibaut
thibautdesign.com

Thomas ). Keller
Building Contractor LLC
609-494-2215
thomasjkeller.com

See Ad on Page 12

Tim Koplin
610-314-1514

Town & Country Design Studio
732-345-1441

townandcountrydesignstudio.com

See Ad on Page 28

Town Appliance
732-364-5195
townappliance.com
See Ad on Page 8

Tuscany Tile
908-757-6111

Ulrich Inc.
ulrichinc.com
See Ad on Page 19

Universal Furniture
universalfurniture.com

Vanguard Furniture
vanguardfurniture.com

Virtuoso Architecture
virtuosoarchitecture.com

Visual Comfort & Co.
visualcomfort.com

Walpole Outdoors
866-518-3158
walpoleoutdoors.com
See Ad on Page 29

Williams Sonoma Home
williams-sonoma.com

Design NJ makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of Design Resources but cannot
guarantee it. The information is provided in good faith.
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